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Best Salon

The Grooming Rooms

The barber business is booming now, but
the Grooming Rooms were ahead of the
curve, opening in 2007. Owners John Er-
raughtand Cian McDonald took a tradition-
alservice and turned itinto asingular expe-
rience that includes barbering, manicures,
facials, hot towel shaves and more, allin an
elegant Georgian townhouse with a
club-like feel.

The pair had met through the film direc-
tor Neil Jordan; McDonald was Jordan’s
PA and Erraught worked on the 1994 film
Interview With A Vampireas Jordan’s assis-
tant. Each was looking to develop a busi-
ness idea and they made the decision to
take on the lease of a full building in Dublin
2, inspired by a visit to a men’s salon in Mel-
bourne.

Theyhired two barbers who were on sab-
batical from Brown Thomas (then undergo-
ing refurbishment) and who brought their
political and business clients with them.
The shop was fitted out with a pewter coun-
ter bought in the Parisian marché aux puc-
es (flea markets) and display cabinets by
Patrick McKenna of Wabi-Sabi.

“The space is really elegant and grown
up. There was nothing like it when it
opened, and I think that is still the

case,” saidjudge John Redmond.

Our secret shopper called it “a big step
up from your normal barber”.

Hewasimpressed by the reading materi-
al- GQ, the Economist, the Financial Times
and The Irish Times - and the fact that the
barbers “talk to you if you want to talk, but
don't force conversation”.
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A Melbourne salon ‘combined
the traditional manly barber
offer with all kinds of extra
treatments. There was
nothing like it in Dublin’

He liked the reminder text sent the day
before his appointment and appreciated
the thank you text sent the day after. It’s
not just for men though; the treatment
rooms are for women too.

“We're good at following trends, but
we'renot trendy,” McDonald says.

The Grooming Rooms, 16 South William
Street, Dublin 2; 01-6790777;
thegroomingrooms.com



